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TEXT  

Luke 12:49:53
49"I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 
50I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it 
is accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division. 52For from now on in one house there 
will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53They will 
be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

Have you ever taken a close look at manufacturer warning labels? A lot of 
them assume that we the consumers are downright stupid. A lot of the 
warning labels are overly cautious, almost to the point of being absurd. 
The warning label on one baby stroller said, “Remove child before 
folding.” The warning label on a toilet brush said, “Do not use for personal 
hygiene.” And how about this warning label on an iron? It said, “Never 
iron clothes while they are being worn.” But the one that I think takes the 
cake was the warning label on a wheelbarrow. It said, “Not intended for 
highway use.” Now, who is going to drive a wheelbarrow on the highway? 
A lot of manufacturers are being too careful.

Isn’t that the case with the warning label Jesus puts on the Christian faith? 
Jesus warns His disciples that His coming to this earth brings division. He 
warns that within a household there will be division because of Him. 
Three will be against two, father will be against son, daughter will be 
against mother, and mother-in-law will be against daughter-in-law, all 
because of Jesus. Now, isn’t Jesus being just a bit dramatic? Isn’t He 
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overdoing it? Isn’t He overstating it? Isn’t he being overly cautious, 
like those absurd manufacturer warning labels? 

When Simeon held up Jesus in his arms not so cautiously, when 
Jesus was so small He couldn’t have sat in a baby stroller, Simeon 
said, This Child is destined to cause the rising and the falling of 
many in Israel. This Child will be a sign that will be spoken against. 
Division. Simeon was talking about division, between those who 
would believe in Jesus as Messiah and those who would not. Jesus’ 
coming would cause division. This very Child of whom the angels 
sang: Peace on earth, good will to men. This Child would cause 
division. We think He came to bring peace. Jesus knows that. He 
says, Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I 
tell you but rather division. Jesus says that, because it is not a 
political, earthly kind of peace that He came to bring. Instead, He 
came to give each person peace and reconciliation with God. That 

peace is through Him alone. 

So, it is not a popular kind of peace. It is not a politically correct kind of 
peace. It is a peace in which it is harder for Bible scholars and pillars of 
the community to enter God’s kingdom than for thieves and prostitutes. 
It is a peace in which a penitent tax collector goes home forgiven while a 
man who can list a whole slew of spiritual accomplishments does not. It is 
a peace in which God does the saving and humans are merely the 
recipients. It is a peace in which God does the saving through one and 
one only, so that there is no middle ground with respect to Jesus. Not 
everyone who hears of peace through Jesus will accept it.

There will be division, even within families. Jesus’ warning is not overly 
cautious. Nor are manufacturers overly cautious. If you see a warning 
label on birthday candles that says, “Do not use candles as earplugs,” you 
can just bet that someone has tried it. And, afterward, sued the 
manufacturer. Rest assured, the manufacturer is not being overly cautious. 

But we are overly cautious. We come to church to find peace. And we 
hope to have peace in our families and with our friends. So, when our 
Christian living and Christian witness causes discomfort for family 
members or reveals the division of faith within the family, we become 
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overly cautious. When our Christian living causes discomfort for 
members of the group we hang out with, when talking about the 
difference Jesus makes in our life causes discomfort for our 
friends, we become overly cautious. 

It’s one thing to not shove our faith in other’s faces. It is another 
thing to downplay our faith. It is one thing to be discreet and wise 
when talking about our faith, but it is another thing to hide the 
truth and try to hide the division that exists for the sake of 
maintaining peace, for the sake of not making others 
uncomfortable. In fact, for the sake of peace between people we 
actually rob them of peace with God through Jesus. Because we are 
overly cautious.

Jesus was not nearly so cautious about the division between Himself 
and His Father at the cross. He cried out in a loud voice, My God My 

God, why have You forsaken Me? On that cross, Father was against Son 
and Son was against Father. Not because they didn’t see eye to eye.  And 
not because the Son had done something wrong. They were divided by 
the sins of our overly cautiousness. They were divided in a division more 
commonly known as hell. Between Father and Son a great chasm had 
been fixed, as Jesus had described in His parable of Lazarus and the Rich 
Man, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be 
able and none may cross from there to us. 

Jesus bore not only our sins but He bore also our hell. Upon the tree. 
And because He did He has made us the sons and daughters of God who 
will never be divided from our Father in heaven.

It was that hell He was to go through that He speaks of here when He 
says, I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress 
until it is accomplished. It was His desire to get it over with. But He also 
couldn’t wait to complete the very work that brings us peace and 
reconciliation with God. 

He describes it as a baptism.  A fitting word to describe not only His 
washing away of our sins but also His washing away of whatever shallow 
understanding we may have of Jesus and His mission. 
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Along with that peace that Jesus does give, peace with God, He 
gives also peace, helps us to be at peace with what a Christian 
must endure. Because the enduring of persecution, conflict and 
division are also consequences of having a redeeming, healing, 
joy-giving, reconciled relationship with God. 

The peace He gives is the peace that guards our hearts and 
our minds in Christ Jesus, that overcomes our fears that we 
may follow Jesus as He really is and be the witnesses He wants 
us to be.

Amen
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